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The sixth expert group meeting on alternatives to surgical castration on pigs was hosted by the 

Flemish Minister for Animal Welfare with the support of the Dutch Minister and was very well 

attended by more than 20 private members and Member states as observer.  

It was chaired by Mr Gé Backus, the chairman of the Expert group. The agenda of the meeting 

was:  

 

1.       Conclusions from the EU-Commission on priorities and budget 

2.       Update by the members of state of play in the different countries 

3.       Discussion on actions that members and countries could undertake themselves 

4.       Presentation of the EU-Cost Action program on piglet castration 

5.       AOB 

 

Gé Backus opened the meeting welcoming everyone and explained the agenda.   

 

1.       Conclusions from the EU-Commission on priorities and budget 

The chairman had a meeting with Eva Zamora from the AW Unit of the Commission. She 

assured that the Commission is still committed to the subject and to the activities of the expert 

group but cannot offer any guarantee as to the budget for these activities. The European 

Parliament will however make a budget available for the subject. And the Commission has 

granted a COST action program on piglet castration 

 

2.       Update by the members of state of play in the different countries 

The chairman invited the representatives of the Member states and organisations to give an 

overview of the state of play in their countries. 

Denmark: The meat industry has installed a committee that discusses the same items as the 

expert group has on its agenda. Main focus is the Declaration of Brussels, taking into 

account the German situation (as a major importing country). And they are now having a 

closer look  at analgesia and anaesthesia. 

Germany: In view of the date of 1/1/2019 when surgical castration without anaesthesia will 

be legally banned in Germany, a platform has been established with all players. The three 

alternatives under consideration are : 1. Anaesthesia 2. Entire boars 3. Immunovaccination. 

The projections are that 50% of the farmers will use anaesthesia , 20 % will chose for entire 

males , the rest  might possibly go for immunovaccination. The problem is that there is not 

yet a good solution for the anaesthesia (products, protocol and control). Two retailers have 

announced that they would in the near future no longer accept meat from pigs that were 

castrated without anaesthesia. 
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Spain : Only 10 % of the pigs is castrated. From these – mainly Iberian - pigs only 3% is 

immunocastrated. An important concern is the meat quality and the consequences for 

exports of pork meat. There’s currently a debate on slaughtering at a lower weight. 

France: Half of the production is located in Bretagne. Of the Cooperl farmers 80% produces 

entire male pigs. The market share of Cooperl is 25%, So, for France as a whole 10% of the 

total production of male and female pigs is entire male pigs.  The use of anaesthesia is 

under scrutiny, the administration has to be done by a vet (and is therefore expensive). This 

is considered a problem. A solution must be proposed in Europe. 

Flanders: The largest part of pigs for the domestic market are immunovaccinated as 

retailers have decided no longer to accept meat from surgically castrated pigs. Pigs with an 

export destination, however, are still surgically castrated. There are regular meetings with 

all the stake holders examining directions for solutions. Recently, a research project was 

funded to develop a quick and cheap on-line mass spectrometry method for boar taint 

detection. Results are not expected before 2018. 

Wallonia: Only 5 % of the pig production of Belgium. The Minister prefers a solution on 

European level. A research project on preventive measures to reduce boar taint is ongoing. 

The Netherlands: The situation is comparable to Flanders. For the domestic market 

castration has been nearly completely stopped and replaced by the production entire 

males. Exports of meat from boars depend on requirements and expectations of the 

countries of destination. 

Norway: All pigs are castrated with anaesthesia and analgesia. This is carried out by 

veterinarians. The use of immunovaccination is encouraged, 15% was the aim for 2017. Few 

farmers produce entire males. 

COPA COGECA: are still committed to the declaration.  

The situation in Portugal is similar to the one in Spain.  

Italy is working towards the declaration. 

Organic breeders: figures are not available but surgical castration is being practised. 

Eurogroup for Animals: has put forward a pilot project, which has received support from 

the European Parliament, which focuses on boar taint detection, possible uses for carcasses 

of entire boars and valorisation and promotion of meat of non-castrated pigs. These are the 

solutions preferred by the Eurogroup.  

FVE: conducted a survey on the subject in 2015. It reveals that surgical castration without 

analgesia or-and anesthesia is still common. FVE made a list of the products and protocols 

used for anesthesia and analgesia. The lack of availability and reliability of protocols seems a 

problem which does need further examination, but maybe the Castrum-project will provide 

some answers. New products for immunovaccination are developed by the companies 

Venco and Ceva. It appears they are trying to get market authorisation in the EU for 

products that require only one vaccination. 

 

It is regretted that representatives of the eastern European countries are not present.  Possible 

explanations are the lower sense of urgency for this topic in these countries and also the 

travelling costs. 

The chairman concludes from the round table that there is a lot of information and that        

there is a need to spread this. He proposes to circulate the minutes of this meeting as soon as 

they have been approved, each through their own channels.  

 

3.       Discussion on what members and countries could undertake themselves 

Several proposals to promote the search for solutions are discussed : 

a) The roadmap that  was prepared a year ago can be a valuable instrument, but should be 

translated so that it is more accessible for pig farmers (and their organisations) 

throughout the EU. 
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b) A new meeting with the Commission on the DG level asking to publish the results of the 

Castrum project and whether the Platform to be established could be a forum for our 

meetings (with the risk that the castration subject would only be one of the subjects 

and therefore not receive the attention it deserves). 

c) Examine if the topic could be taken up by the Presidency (Maltese now, Estonia from 

July on) or if the next meeting could be organised together with the annual meeting of 

the COST project. 

d) Prepare an update of the state of play and publish a second progress report (the first 

one is dates already back to 2014). 

e) Draw up and agreed upon protocol for anaesthesia and analgesia. 

The chairman concludes on the following concrete actions : 

 

a) He will draft a letter to the Commission together with Niels Juul and Eric van Tilburg and 

will circulate it first to the members; 

b) A Working Group is established (Gé Backus, Elena Nalon, Niels Juul, Nancy DeBriyne, 

Miguel Higuera and Jostein Dragsted) to draw up a new progress report; 

c) A working group is established (Annechien ten Have, Liesbet Dendas, Daniel Avezedo 

and by  proposal from Hans-Peter Schons also Robert Römer as a representative from 

QS) to establish cooperation with the Cost Action program group starting with making 

simple one page summaries of the EU funded research reports, and to inform copa 
cogeca members (including the East European ones) on alternatives for castration at 
their bi-annual meetings on castration. 

d) A Working Group is established (Nancy DeBriyne, Miguel Higuera and if possible 

Eberhart von Borell) to make a clarifying document on analgesia and anesthesia 

protocols which can be agreed upon. 

 

4.       Presentation of the EU-Cost Action program on piglet castration 

Michel Bonneau presents the COST action program on piglet castration which aims to promote 

the communication between the scientists and all other stakeholders, including policy makers, 

from the different Member States. A budget of €400.000 is available, mainly to cover lodging 

and traveling costs. Research is not funded by this program. Actually 21 countries are members. 

All interested parties are welcome, but when you adhere you engage yourself to participate in 

the activities. As not all governmental bodies are aware of this program Michel will draw up a 

letter to be send to all competent authorities. 

The next meeting of the EU-COST action program will take place in Prague on 23 and 24 

February 2017. The powerpoint of Michel is annexed to the notes of the meeting. 

 

The chairman thanks all members for their efficient and active contributions and closes the 

meeting at 12.00 hr. He invites everyone to the lunch. 


